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Subject line: Seeking your expertise

[bookmark: _Hlk95122428]Dear [Sheriff, Prosecutor, Public Defender, Hospital Administrator, MH Provider Agency Director, NAMI Executive Director, and others],

I am writing to invite you to a meeting at _________on ____________ to discuss establishing an assisted outpatient treatment (AOT) program in ________County. The meeting will take place at __________________.

AOT allows civil courts and mental health systems to work collaboratively toward helping individuals with severe mental illness escape a cycle of repeat hospitalizations, homelessness and incarcerations. AOT is particularly beneficial for those who have a history of inconsistent engagement with treatment often due to diminished awareness of the need for treatment. AOT aims to motivate and assist individuals with severe mental illness to engage in treatment and ensure that the community is attentive to their needs. 
We are fortunate to have ___________from Treatment Advocacy Center (TAC), joining us. TAC is a national organization based in Alexandria, Virginia, that partners with advocates across the country to promote the effective use of AOT laws. __________ will provide us with a brief overview of AOT, answer questions, and offer suggestions on next steps to move forward with establishing a program in our community. 

Your expertise and perspective would be invaluable to this discussion. Please let me know if you are available to attend. I look forward to the possibility of seeing you on the ___.  

Sincerely,

Judge____________________
(Contact information)
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